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Return to School Strategy 
(DPH and DOE) 
ØGeorgia’s Department of Public Health and Department of Education offers 
guidelines to support a smooth and safe return to in-person instruction
ØRead the full report.

ØThe guidance considers local COVID-19 transmission in the community, to make 
decisions.

ØThe guidance is not state required, so local school districts have the authority and 
flexibility to meet their individual needs and be responsive to their communities.

ØA time-based return to school strategy that is determined based on a person’s health 
status is offered

https://www.georgiainsights.com/uploads/1/2/2/2/122221993/georgias_path_to_recovery_for_k-12_schools_--_v7-13-2020.pdf


Confirmed or Suspected COVID-19

ØDecisions about “return to school” for 
persons with confirmed or suspected COVID-
19 should be made in the context of local 
circumstances (community transmission, 
resource needs, etc.).



Symptomatic Persons

ØSymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or 
suspected COVID-19 can return to school after:
ØAt least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery 

defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications AND

Øimprovement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, 
shortness of breath); AND

ØAt least 10 days have passed since symptoms first 
appeared.



Asymptomatic Persons- Confirmed 
COVID-19

ØAsymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 can 
return to school after: 
ØAt least 10 days have passed since the positive 

laboratory test and the person remains asymptomatic. 
ØNote, asymptomatic persons who test positive and 

later develop symptoms should follow the guidance for 
symptomatic persons above



Asymptomatic Person- Exposed to 
COVID-19

ØAsymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person with 
COVID-19 without appropriate PPE can return to school after: 

ØThey have completed all requirements in the DPH guidance for 
persons exposed to COVID-19 found at 
https://dph.georgia.gov/contact. 

ØOf note, if this person is tested for COVID-19 during the 14 day 
quarantine period, a negative test result would not change or 
decrease the time a person is monitored, but a positive test would 
move the person into one of the above categories, based on 
whether they are still asymptomatic or have developed symptoms

https://dph.georgia.gov/contact


Guiding Principles to Consider (CDC)

ØAn increase in the number and length of interactions increases the risk 
of contraction and transmission of COVID-19. 

ØCOVID-19 is mostly spread by respiratory droplets released when 
people talk, cough, or sneeze. 

ØIncorporate personal prevention practices (handwashing, staying 
home when sick, and environmental cleaning and disinfection)



Low Risk Activities

ØStudents and teachers engage in virtual-only classes, 
activities, and events.



Moderate Risk Activities

ØSmall, in-person classes, activities, and events.

ØGroups of students stay together and with the same teacher 
throughout/across school days and groups do not mix. 

ØStudents remain at least 6 feet apart and do not share 
objects (e.g., hybrid virtual and in-person class structures, or 
staggered/rotated scheduling to accommodate smaller class 
sizes).



High Risk Activities

ØFull sized, in-person classes, activities, and events. 

ØStudents are not spaced apart, share classroom materials or 
supplies, and mix between classes and activities.



Sick with COVID-19?
ØStay home, except to get medical care.

ØSeparate yourself from other people and animals in your home.

ØWear a face mask.

ØAppropriate hygiene.

ØAvoid sharing household items.

ØClean ”high touch” surfaces frequently.

ØMonitor your symptoms.

ØIf you have a medical emergency, call 911.



When to Call 911 for Emergencies
ØHave difficulty breathing or you are choking.

ØHave an allergic reaction.

ØHave symptoms of a heart attack or stroke.

ØAre confused disoriented or dizzy.

ØHaving difficulty speaking, walking, or seeing.

ØHave sudden, severe pain.



Do not call 911 if you…
ØWant information about COVID-19

ØNeed a ride to the doctor’s office

ØWant to get tested

ØHave mild symptoms

*If you need more COVID-19 related information, please visit dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus

*For COVID-19 related resources, please visit https://www.bcdiatlanta.org/covid19

http://dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus
https://www.bcdiatlanta.org/covid19


When to Discontinue Home 
Isolation?
ØYou must remain under home isolation precautions until:

Ø You have had no fever for at least 72 hours (that is three full days of no fever without the use medicine that reduces fevers) AND

Ø other symptoms have improved (for example, when your cough or shortness of breath have improved) AND
Ø at least 10 days have passed since your symptoms first appeared

ØDiscontinuing home isolation if you have not had symptoms
Ø 10 days have passed since the date of your first positive COVID-19 AND
Ø You have had no subsequent illness.

ØIn addition, if you develop symptoms, you should follow the “Discontinuing home isolation if you 
have symptoms” guidelines.

ØWhen leaving the home, keep 6 feet from others and wear a cloth face covering when around other 
people. 

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-prevent-spread.html



Exposed to COVID-19?

ØCheck your temperature twice a day and watch for 
symptoms.

ØQuarantine yourself at home, unless getting tested

ØStay away from other people living in your home.

ØEnroll in active monitoring



Returning to Work
ØSymptomatic persons who are not healthcare personnel with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19 can return to 

work after:
Ø At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications AND 

Ø improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); AND

Ø At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared

ØAsymptomatic persons who are not healthcare personnel with confirmed COVID-19 can return to work after:
Ø At least 10 days have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person remains asymptomatic.

Ø Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later develop symptoms should follow the guidance for symptomatic persons above

ØAsymptomatic persons who are not healthcare personnel, and who do not work in critical infrastructure who have a known 
exposure to a person with COVID-19 without appropriate PPE can return to work after:

Ø After they have completed all requirements in the DPH guidance for persons exposed to COVID-19 found at https://dph.georgia.gov/contact
Ø Of note, if this person is tested for COVID-19 during the 14-day quarantine period, a negative test result would not change or decrease the time a person is 

monitored.

Ø Asymptomatic persons who are not healthcare personnel, but who do work in critical infrastructure who have a known 
exposure to a person with COVID-19 can follow the CDC guidance for return to work:

https://dph.georgia.gov/contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/critical-workers/implementing-safety-practices.html


***BCDI- Atlanta would like to thank the Georgia’s DPH, DOE, and the CDC for 
providing this information so that we could provide it directly to our communities.


